participle A *non-finite form of the *verb which in *regular verbs ends in
either -ing or -ed (-en for *irregular verbs).

Two participles are distinguished, traditionally labelled *present
participle (e.g. being, doing, drinking, looking; also called gerund
participle or -ing participle) and *past participle (e.g. been, done, drunk,
looked). Neither name is accurate, since both participles are used in the
formation of a variety of complex constructions (tenses), and can be
used in combination with one or more auxiliaries to refer to *past,
*present, or *future *time (e.g. What had they been doing? This must be
drunk soon). Preferred terms are *-ing form (which also includes the
*gerund) and *-ed form/*-en form.

Compare FUSED PARTICIPLE.

participle clause A *non-finite *clause with an *-ing form or *-ed form
(*-en form for *irregular verbs) as its principal verbal component. (Also
called participial clause.) Examples:

Looking to neither right nor left, he marched out
Treated like that, I would have collapsed
Having been warned before, he did not do it again

A participle clause can sometimes be introduced by a *conjunction:
If treated like that, I would have collapsed.

A participle clause that contains its own subject is a type of *absolute
clause.

See also BARE INFINITIVE CLAUSE; CONTENT CLAUSE; -ED CLAUSE;
HANGING PARTICIPLE; TO-INFINITIVE clause.

-ed form (A way of referring to) either the *past (2) tense form of any
*verb, or the past tense and *past participle forms of a verb. The former use
includes both *regular past tenses, which are actually marked by -ed (e.g.
looked), and *irregular ones, which are not (e.g. rang, saw, wrote).

See also -EN FORM; -ED CLAUSE; PARTICIPLE CLAUSE.

Compare PARTICIPIAL ADJECTIVE.

-en form (A way of referring to) the *past participle of any *verb,
including *regular verbs.

The name is based on the fact that many *irregular verbs take this
ending in their *past participle (e.g. broken, chosen, driven, forgotten,
taken), but the label includes all past participles (e.g. looked, hated,
brought, kept, set, known, gone, drunk).

Because it is restricted, unlike -ed, to the participle, it is a useful
shorthand way of distinguishing past participles from *past tense forms.

See also -ED FORM; PARTICIPLE; PAST PARTICIPLE.

fused participle A term coined by H. W. Fowler in the early twentieth
century to denote a *structure which involves the *-ing form of a *verb
(often called a *gerund) preceded by a *noun phrase without a *genitive -’s
marker, or by an *accusative *pronoun, e.g.

Were you surprised at my father arriving early?

Forgive me asking, but. ..

Fowler considered the following genitival versions to be more ‘correct’:

Were you surprised at my father’s arriving early?

Forgive my asking, but. ..
It should be noted that the ‘fused participle’ form is common in spoken,
and even written, English.

See also GERUND.



gerund Traditionally the gerund is the *-ing form of a *verb when used in
a *noun-like way, as in The playing of ball games is prohibited, in contrast
to the same form used as a *participle, e.g. Everyone was playing ball
games. Sometimes called verbal noun. Both the term gerund, from Latin
grammar, and the term verbal noun are out of favour among some
modern grammarians.

The noun-like and verb-like properties of the -ing form are on a *cline.
Consider the following examples:

He is smoking twenty cigarettes a day
The smoking of cigarettes is forbidden here
My smoking twenty cigarettes a day annoys them

In the first example smoking is clearly a verb, by virtue of licensing a *direct
object (twenty cigarettes). In the second example smoking is a noun
because it is preceded by the *definite article, and because it takes a
*prepositional phrase as its *complement (of cigarettes). In the third

example smoking is noun-like in being preceded by the *pronoun my
(analysed in some grammars as a *determiner (2)), and in

functioning as the *head of the phrase my smoking twenty cigarettes a day,
which occurs in a noun phrase position as the *subject of the sentence.
However, it is verb-like in taking a direct object, and in retaining verbal
meaning.

When a word in -ing derived from a verb inflects for *plural and lacks
verbal meaning, it is considered to be a noun (e.g. these delightful
drawings).

Confusingly, different grammarians use the label gerund differently,
and regard the gerund variously as a verb or as a noun, or as both at
the same time, as the quotations below show. For this reason the term is
perhaps best avoided.

1999 L. HAEGEMAN and J. GUERON Verbs may also end in -ing; this form
is referred to as the present participle or the gerund.

2002 D. MILLER The gerund is of the category N and behaves syntactically as
a noun. It is, however, a verbal noun (in traditional terms), that is, it has the
internal composition of a VP. As such it is generally derived by zero-derivation
or conversion.

2003 R. HUDSON English gerunds are indeed just what the traditional
grammarians said: single words which are both verbs and nouns.

®e gerund-participle: a term used in CaGEL to denote the *present
participle.

See also GRADIENCE; -ING CLAUSE; -ING FORM; PARTICIPLE; PRESENT
PARTICIPLE.

-ing form A *verb form ending in -ing.

In traditional grammar, a distinction is made between the *gerund,
regarded as a verbal noun, e.g.

Seeing is believing

Nelly’s reading of this passage is not valid
and the present *participle, used in various *constructions in *finite and
*non-finite clauses, e.g.

We're visiting them tomorrow

Seeing them in that condition, I was greatly upset

See also -ING CLAUSE; PARTICIPIAL ADJECTIVE; PROGRESSIVE.

non-finite (n. & adj.) (A *verb form or a *clause) that is not marked for
*tense; contrasting with *finite.

The term covers the *infinitive forms of verbs (the *fo-infinitive and
*bare infinitive), the *-ing form, and the *past participle form, as well as the
associated *clauses containing these forms. Thus, a non-finite clause is a
clause that contains one or more non-finite verbs, e.g.

To expect a refund is unreasonable

All he ever does is complain

Having said that, 1 still hope he gets his degree

If consulted, I will advise against it
A non-finite clause can perform various functions, such as *subject (as in
the first example above), *complement (1) (as in the second example), or
*adverbial (as in the third and fourth examples).

In some frameworks, (non-)finiteness is not defined with reference to
tense. Thus in CaGEL, the italicized clause in the third example above is non-
finite, but it nevertheless carries tense (namely the secondary *perfect tense).

A non-finite clause can have its own subject (notice the *objective
(1) *case):

For him fo expect a refund is unreasonable
® non-finitely
®e non-finite passive construction: see PASSIVE.

Compare BARE INFINITIVE clause; - ED CLAUSE; HANGING PARTICIPLE;
-ING CLAUSE; PARTICIPLE CLAUSE; TO-INFINITIVE clause.



past participle The form of a *verb which is used in *passive and
*perfect *constructions, and sometimes in front of *nouns.
Examples:

I have looked everywhere to find my keys

The pancakes were eaten by my kids

lost property
In *regular verbs the past participle ends in the same -ed inflection as the
*past tense, and is called the *-ed form (or -ed participle) by some
grammarians; others prefer the label *-en form (based on the distinctive
ending of certain *irregular verbs such as spoken, driven), so as to
distinguish it more clearly from the past tense *inflection.

The past participle is the third form listed when verb forms are given in
dictionaries (e.g. create, created, created; see, saw, seen).

Some grammarians refer to the participle in the passive construction as
the passive participle, even though inflectionally it is indistinguishable
from the past participle.

In combination with the perfect auxiliary have, the past participle can
signify *perfective meaning or completion (I have finished the essay), but
is not restricted to past time; for example, You'll have forgotten my
message by this time next year exemplifies a past-in-the-future
(see FUTURE PERFECT).
®e past participle clause: see -ED CLAUSE.
®e past participle construction: see - ED CLAUSE.

Compare -ED CLAUSE; PARTICIPIAL ADJECTIVE; PARTICIPLE.

present participle The -ing form of a *verb. Also called -ing
participle (see -1vG ForM) and gerund participle (see GERUND).
This *participle is used in the formation of *progressive constructions,
e.g.
We were listening (active)
The plane is being de-iced (passive)
It can also be used in other constructions. Among them are the following:
Ilove [singing in the shower] (the bracketed clause functions as *direct object)

[Growing up in London] isn’t easy (the bracketed clause functions as *subject)

[Having seen the play twice already] I don’t think I want to see it again (the
bracketed clause functions as *adverbial)

The term is also applied to items that resemble both *adjectives and verbs.
For example, in running water and rising standards, the underlined words
resemble adjectives in being placed in *attributive position, but their form
and meaning are definitely verb-like (cf. quickly running water, rapidly
rising standards, which contain a modifying adverb). Examples such as
these must be distinguished from fully adjectival -ing forms, e.g.

a very interesting book

Some modern grammars consider the various uses of participles to be on
a *cline, and for this reason prefer the neutral umbrella term *-ing form.
See also GERUND GRADIENCE; -ING CLAUSE; PARTICIPIAL ADJECTIVE.



