Thackston on Broken Plurals

10 Broken Plurals; Triliteral Roots. In addition to the sound plu-
rals formed by suffixing regular endings onto the singular base, Arabic
has the so-called “broken,” or internal, plural, formed by a rearrange-
ment of the vowel pattern around the triliteral root of the singular base.

Study the plurals of the following nouns:

SINGULAR PLURAL
J=u rajul- Je, rjal-
Iy, rasil- Sy rusul-
Luse madinat- oS mudun-
oS kitab- =5 kutub-
o ayn- Qs uyln-
o, rabb- <UL, ’arbab-
Al malik- Ayle mulitk-
=2 Sayx- Eact Suyiix-
S kabir- LW kibar-
A, walad- s,t Cawlad-

If we group these plurals according to vocalic pattern, we can easily
distinguish several categories:

XiXaX | XuXuX

| XuXaX | ‘’aXXaX

rijal- mudun-
kibar- kutub-
rusul-

Suyiix- "arbab-
‘uyiin- "awlad-
mulitk-

Notice that there is no predictable correspondance between the vocalic
pattern of the singular and that of the plural. What remains stable in each
word is the succession of three consonants. The tri-consonantal, or
triliteral, root system is the distinguishing characteristic of Semitic lan-
guages in general and of Arabic in particular. Nouns and verbs in
Arabic behave in predictable fashions according to set patterns of vow-
els superimposed onto the triliteral roots. Thus, extracting the conso-
nants from malik- as m-I-k, one can say that the word belongs to the
triliteral radical VMLK, all of the derivatives of which share in some
sense the basic meaning of the radical, which in the case of VMLK has to
do with rule and possession. Other words produced from this root are
mulk- ‘kingship,’ milk- ‘property,” mamlakat- ‘kingdom,” malaka ‘to
rule,” and a host of other predictable derived forms.

The vocalic pattern of malikun can then be said to be a short a after
the first radical consonant and a short i after the second radical conso-
nant, with the case ending (triptote) following the third radical conso-
nant. A shorthand way of expressing the same thing would be to give
the vocalic pattern as C1aC,iCsun, where C; stands for any first radi-
cal, C; for the second, and C3 for the third. This device is convenient
and will be used occasionally in this book; unfortunately it cannot be
pronounced. In order to have a “dummy” root to stand for any series of
three consonants, the Arabic grammarians settled upon the root F'L,
meaning ‘to do’; thus, malikun is said to be on the pattern FA‘ILUN, and
its plural mulizkun on the pattern FU‘ULUN.

The four plural patterns introduced in this lesson are (1) FI°'ALUN,
(2) FU‘ULUN, (3) FU‘UOLUN, and (4) AF‘ALUN. The triptote ending of
these four tells us that any and all plurals on these patterns are triptote.
The plural of nabiyun, 'anbiyad’ u, is on the pattern AF‘ILA’U, a diptote
pattern; this means that all plurals on this pattern are diptote, as waliyun
‘friend’ with its plural "awliyad’ u.



Learn the plurals of these nouns, which have already been intro-
duced in the singular. Note that some nouns have more than one plural.l

SINGULAR PLURAL SINGULAR PLURAL
U"I e baniina r_&c rufnb 'i_zdm-
sbol abnd’- sllae ‘uzama'u
oo ool ’arddin? o Qs uyin-
r‘ul ;Le-ual ’asmd’- ):u:-s )L:S ,Cfb(ir-
fl"‘l ‘asamin ol =S kutub-
8l ,al slus nisa’- Jd JW layalin
=y ol bandt- s oS mudun-
o = gy buyiit- 2l Hole  mulizk-
Lo wls  janngr- e Gyeys mu' miniina
TR Slas  hadd’iqu = sbol "ambiyd@ w3
J= Jb, rijal- & &l 'aydin
Jr Jry rusul- sL! ayadin
Fas Eaeh Suyix- P pkl ayyam
o Llho sigar-

INouns with more than one connotation usually have different plurals for the
different meanings, as is the case with the plurals of ibn-: baniina is used almost
exclusively for the names of tribes and clans, and "abnd’- serves all other uses of
‘sons.’

2This form falls into a pattern not yet introduced, as do the plurals of ism-,
laylat- and yad- that end in -in.

3Note that the combination -nb- is pronounced “-mb-" wherever it occurs;
nabiy- also forms a sound masculine plural, nabiyiina.

40 Common Broken Plural Patterns. Although no hard and fast
rules can be given for what broken plural pattern or patterns will emerge
from a given singular, a few general observations can be made on the
FA‘IL- and FA‘IL- patterns.

40.1 The FA‘IL- pattern:

(1) FA'IL- as a noun pattern (not adjectival) generally produces a
diptote plural pattern FU‘ALA’U:

8 < ol b Sarik- > Surakd’u partner
slle < ale “alim- > “ulama’u learned (person)

sl < 3 faqgir- > fugard’ u poor (person)

she,S < - .S karim- > kurama’u noble (person)

(2) FA‘IL- as an adjectival pattern usually gives a plural on the pat-
tern FI‘AL-:

WS < LS kabir- > kibar- big, great
‘.IJK < 2,S karim- > kirdm- noble
slhe < i sadir- > sigar- small

(2a) The subgroup of FA‘IL- for C3w/y nouns and adjectives
(FA‘IY-) gives a diptote plural on the pattern AF‘IYA’U:

sl < 5 nabiy- >’ambiyd’u prophet
szl < & ganiy->’agniyd’u rich
sbgdl < 593 qawiy->’aqwiyd'u strong
(2b) The subgroup of FA‘IL- for doubled roots (FALIL-) gives a
diptote plural on the pattern *AFILLA’U:

slosl < was Sadid- >’afidda’ u mighty
bl < uus habib- >’ ahibbad’'u beloved



40.2 FA'IL- as a concrete noun—not with participial force—com-
monly gives a plural on the pattern FU‘‘AL-, with an alternate on
FA®ALAT-. Although both plurals are potential, only one of the two may
be in actual or common use.

SINGULAR PLURALI PLURAL II

sl kanb- ‘scribe’ > LS kuttab- x5 katabat-

[.SL-. hdkim- ‘ruler’ > rlS,-. hukkam- | (1S~ hakamat-)
'li.la zalim- ‘tyrant’ > r)LL. zullam- b zalamat-

A kafir- “infidel’ > LGS kuffar- 5, kafarat-

&,ly wari@- ‘heir’ > (wl,, wurrde-)| ,, warabat-
Sl ‘amil- ‘agent’> e ‘ummal- e ‘amalat-

An important subgroup of this type for C3w/y nouns is FA‘IN (see
§27.2 for inflection), with a plural on the pattern FU‘AT-.

3k, < fL‘ NRMY > rdmin pl archer, bowman
rumat-
sles < gls \ND‘W> da‘in pl summoner
’ du‘a-
slai < a6 VODY > gadin pl judge
’ qudat-

See Appendix A for all plural patterns that occur in this book.



Appendix A

BROKEN PLURAL TYPES
Classed by Singular (See Locator Index, p. 263)

1. Singular FA‘L-

la. plural ’AF‘AL-

Llel e J1s317 s
rhlps plAlps3
Q!}Ol/&f

1b. plural FU‘UL-
S aaldeay s/ o
Rt I e
832 3/42 s B/
588758
lc. plural FI‘AL- 1,075 50
1d. plural *AF‘UL- e rgvs
Sl/

»

le. plural FAWAILU  ,.l,l/ .l

chulran

ehsl/gas
:L‘;Jal/sks&

S
ot/
Joie JEe

sl /o

sl prd
u....i.'n|/d.i.'|

bl/owl
;L:.'»l/&

Sbsl/

25217l
<l
S/

G/

L) &

A s
ol

2. Singular FA‘AL- (FA‘IL-/FA‘UL-/FU‘UL-; FAL- for Caw)

2a. plural 'AF‘AL- CA‘AL- for Cy’)  ,131/,3!

clal/zls Llalr L
slynl/ g on Jlsel7Jl
AUTTATY) Jal/

Slaalz b
2b. plural FI°AL- olea/sle
2c. plural FU‘UL- & ylesclle

3. Singular FU‘L-/FI‘L-/FA‘L-
3a. plural FU‘AL-/FI‘AL-

Jlerie $3/858

3b. plural 'AF‘AL-
Juligs  glsl/ens
Jergte gliles,
Slelssy ol

3b. plural FU‘OL- pole/ple

wlplrol

plssl/ale
slasl/sae
wlielroie

Jleel/ Jos
Jes/Je

JeTr sl

slal/ual

sbesl/ pay
)L?nsVﬁa-
FIrEarpves

L5178
il

Jbr/dr



4. Singular FA‘IL- (FA‘AL-)
4a. plural FU*‘AL- S/ 55 r&/rf >

4b. plural FAWA‘ILU iyl /25 L

‘.;I)I/r.:T Sy 3 S6 dlsesdle
4c. plural *AF‘AL- n.....tbnalfcf.:»l.o
44. plural FU‘AT- 3L:¢.3/yati BL:..:/;_I:

6. Singular FI‘AL-/FA‘AL-/FU‘AL-
6a. plural ’AF‘ILAT- Ut/ Jlyas
Lal/olle Zablpbl
3.'.-;‘.'.-|/cl.‘.’.4 ELI/OK.-

6b. plural FA‘A’ILU Blay/ie Loy
6¢. plural FU‘UL- Srols
6d. plural *AFA‘ILU oShlz K

7. Singular FA‘OL-

7a. plural AF‘AL- elaclsyue

7b. plural FU‘UL- Jes /s

Slylraat

>laa/%ls

Tl
Qai/;ba

ia.L..I/C)L...

5. Singular FA‘IL-
Sa. plural FI‘AL- 7% P s/ e
pLS/pS S,eS plasspdis

5b. plural FU‘ALA’U

slS/pS sbpremd slagtsags oL/ e s
BNSJ/J:SJ ;L,ii/):l"l sL«J&/r:lp plsr:l/—‘b‘)n:i

5c. plural FU‘UL-  aa/3iyoe Jras? s 34/ duds
5d. plural ’AF‘ILA’U (AFILLA’U for doubled roots)

sligdl/ 543 shelimpe  sbnl/e s,
eLol/ g szl g2 s Lisl/ s
FL.‘_J}I/JJ ;)tiI/J:B ;‘-L:JI/J.&-L:J

Se. plural FA*A’ILU (for singular FA‘ILAT-) 3o /A as
Plerlose wlberiohe  Jlhersme e/l

Sf.plural FA'LA  gpe/cie g0/ s e 37 a3
5g. plural FA'ALA  lsy/ay Llo,/ime, Llbs/ils

Sh. plural ’AF‘AL- o Leil/ paey plal/az

Si. plural "AFA‘ILU- OVEY P VRIS
5j. plural ’AFILLAT- 3%¢l/535 dsls JJds



8. Singular ’AF‘ALU (m), FA‘LA’U (f), pl FU‘L- for col-  Quadriliteral Types

/def - .
ors/defects 11. Plural FA‘ALILU / MAFA‘ILU, for all quadriliteral singu-

/s> 3 g/ 3 guul o/ yuan] pS/ oSl lars with short vowel between C3 and Cy.
polpel  pansadl ans sl Jsdy g SISASS plal/pl

9. Singular ’AF‘ALU (m), FU‘LA (f) for all elatives ,
e oDl ol

9a. masc. plural ’AFA‘ILU and/or ’AF‘ALUNA a1

. | 817,51 -

Sl 818 12. Plural FA‘ALILU / MAFA‘ILU, for all quadriliteral singu-
Ob. fem. plural FU*AL- and/or FU‘LAYAT- al,als gl lars with long vowel between C3 and Cy,

@S S1emS o30S e/ S ek lakus

osblid/ et

10. Anomalous noun types

10a. apparently biliteral in singular, C3 obscured in plural

"AF‘A’-
elol/ el LT/l ;L...;'lf[..“l
10b. apparently biliteral in singular, FI'LAT- in plural 3,5 1/¢]
10c. plural FI'LAN- o/, ol /gl

10d. anomalous feminine plurals in -AT-
wlo/ey .:ulq,-|/r| lyl/cal

10e. anomalous plurals in ’AFA‘IN / FA‘ALIN

by Julgal  Jabiral
Jurad plal/pul

10f. C3 obscured in singular, plural FA'AWAT-  =1,$5/3)
oyl olle/sdls



Locator Index for Broken-Plural Types

L. Triptote Types
JWwil "AF‘AL- 1a, 2a, 3b, 4c,
Sh, 7a, 10e
J=31 AF‘UL- 1d
sl CAFILAT- 6a
il CAFILLAT- 5
Jws FI‘AL- Ic, 2b, Sa
Jbs FU““AL-4a
J»8 FI'AL-/FU‘AL- 3a, 9b
J=3 FUL-8
J=& FU‘UL- 5¢, 6¢, 7b
M3 FI‘LAN- 10c
dad FI'LAT- 10b
Js FUUL- 1b, 2¢, 3¢

I Diptote Types

¢l "AFA‘IN 10e
JlLsi "AFA‘ILU 64, 9a
Jes bl CAFAILU 5i
Madl "AFILA’U 5d
Jls FA'ALIN 10e
Jls FA*ALILU 11
JoJls FASALILU 12
Jsls FA*A’ILU Se, 6b
eMas FU‘ALA’U 5b
Jelsi FAWA'LLU le, 4b
Jelia MAFAILU 11
Jeelia MAFA‘ILU 12

III. Indeclinable Types
Jlé FA‘ALA 5g
J FA'LA S
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