Thackston on Pausal Forms and Seats of the Hamza

PAUSAL FORMS

The following rules for pronunciation should be observed for
pausal forms, i.e., words that fall before a natural pausal point or at the
end of a phrase or sentence. Isolated words are also generally pro-
nounced in pausal form.

(1) final short vowels are quiesced (even when written):

oWl o 15] o) read as: 'innaka ’idan la-mina z-zalimin:
s b wx read as: fa-qad zalama nafsah:
(2) the indefinite endings -un and -in are quiesced:
oS Fb by, read as: wa-’abind Sayxun kabir:
9 o 4 L read as: fa-ma lahu min nir:
(3) the indefinite ending -an is read as -a:
[hs nesle bylal, read as: wa-’amtarna ‘alayhim matard:

(4) the inflectional ending and the -t- of the ta’ marbiita are quiesced,
giving an ending in -a:

i::.ll :Ja 3 (“J L1, read as: wa-'dyatun lahumu I-’ ardu I-mayta:

SEATS OF THE HAMZA
L Initial Hamza. The seat for all initial hamzas is alif.

When the vowel of the hamza is -a- or -u-, the hamza is com-
monly written above the alif, as in ,.1’amr- and .1’ uns-

When the vowel of the hamza is -i-, the hamza is commonly
written beneath the alif, asin | “ins- and o] “iman-.

When the vowel of the hamza is -d-, the alif carries madda, as
in L1’ dyar- and ..l *dmana.
II. Internal Hamza.

(1) If internal hamza is (a) preceded by a short vowel and followed
by sukin, or (b) preceded by sukiin, or (c) both preceded and followed
by the same vowel, the seats are:

*Alif for -a’-, -'a- and -@’a-, as in |, ra’s-, Ylua mas’alat-
and Jl. sa’'ala;

*Madda for -’d-, asin 1,5 qur’an- and ,.G ta’amara;
Dotless ya’ for -i’-, -’i- and -i’i-, as in <33 8i’b-, Ul ’as’ilat-
and &, qari’ihi;

*Waw for -u’-, -'u- and -w'u-, as in Jyw sW'l-, Jy3a mas’il-
and o335 takafu’ uhu.
(2) If preceded by a short vowel and followed by a different vowel

(long or short), the seats are, in order of preference: (a) i—dotless ya’,
(b) u—waw, (c) a—alif.



Jx su'ila (i rakes precedence over u), <, qdri’ uhu (i takes prece-
dence over u), b3 di’ab- (i takes precedence over a), s,

ra’is- (i takes precedence over a)
oy ba’usa (u takes precedence over a), Uy, ra’if-1 (u takes

precedence over a), Jiyw su’al- (u takes precedence over a),
Eor mu’ arrix (u takes precedence over a)
(3) If preceded by a long vowel or diphthong and
a) followed by -a-, the seat is nothing, i.e., the hamza “sits” on
(a) followed b h i hing, i.e., the ha “sits”
the line, as in o, \u) "abnd’ ahu, (&t Say’an? 2.k xati’at-3
ss 9o daw’'ahu, and is, . murid’at-.
(b) followed by -i-, the seat is ya’, as in <\l "abnd’ihi, <o 5
bari’ihi, and 5, si’ila.
(c) followed by -u-, the seat is waw, as in o3| *abnd’ uhu and

o4, bari’uhu.

IIL. Final Hamza. Final hamza (exclusive of inflectional vowels)
takes the following seats:

(1) If preceded by a short vowel, the seats are:

(a) alif for -a’, as in Lo naba’-4
(b) dotless ya@’ for -i’, as in ;4,6 qari’-

(c) waw for -u’-, as in s takafu’ -

1The combination -a’ @- is also written with the hamza on the line (3 ) 95 3)-

2With the addition of the alif for the -an termination, hamza is no longer
reckoned final, This combination is also commonly written with the dotless ya’
(ls), especially in type.

3The combination -i’a- is also normalized with the hamza on a dotless yd’
(z.hs), especially in type.

4The indefinite accusative alif is not added to words ending in -a’- or -d&'-, such
as Ls naba’an and ;! 'abnd’ an.

2) I.f preceded by a long vowel, diphthong or sukiin, the hamza is
on the line (no seat), as in ;. "abng’ -, sso2 Jari’-, ¢ 5,4 maqri’ -,

syo daw’-, s> Say'-, and ¢ 3o juz’-.



